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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims I to 3, 16 to 22, 25 and 26 without prejudice or 
disclaimer of subject matter. The remaining claims are listed below. 

l.to3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Original) A fluid communication structure for providing fluid 
communication between a liquid containing section for containing a liquid and a liquid 
consuming section for consuming the liquid, said fluid communication structure 
comprising: 

a liquid chamber communicating with said liquid consuming section; and 
plural communication channels for providing communication between said 

liquid chamber and said liquid containing section > wherein 

said liquid chamber forms a substantial closed space except said plural 

communication channels and said liquid consuming section, and in a state where a gas 

exists inside the closed space, the gas can be transferred to said liquid containing section 

via a part of said plural communication channels. 

5. (Original) A fluid communication structure as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein said fluid communication structure, in terms of its position during liquid 
consumption, is positioned substantially below said liquid containing section and 



-2 



PAGE 5/1 1 * RCVO AT 4/10/200r5:48:58 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/22 1 DNIS:2738300 ' C8ID:714 540 9823 * DURATION (mm-ss):0146 



04/10/2007 14:44 FAX 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA 



1006 



positioned substantially above said liquid consuming section with reference to a vertical 
direction. 

6- (Original) A fluid communication structure as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein said plural communication channels have different heights of their opening 
positions in said liquid chamber side with reference to a vertical direction, 

7. (Original) A fluid communication structure as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein in accordance with a relationship between a pressure difference originating from a 
water head of the liquid corresponding to a difference among the vertical heights of 
openings of said plural communication channels, inside said liquid consuming section and 
a difference among pressures originating from meniscuses formed by the liquid in the 
individual communication channels, an operation is performed such that, the gas in said 
closed space is transferred to said liquid conlaining section via the part of said plural 
communication channel, while the liquid is moved from said liquid containing section to 
said liquid consuming section via another part of said plural communication channels. 

8. (Original) A fluid communication structure as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein only the part of said plural communication channels is formed such that a par of 
the openings inside said liquid consuming section comes into contact with an inner wall of 
said liquid consuming section. 
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9. (Original) A fluid communication structure as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein only the part of said plural communication channels has a portion forming a 
groove extending along the communication channel and projecting from the opening of the 
communication channel inside said liquid chamber. 

10, (Original) A fluid communication structure as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein only the part of said plural communication channels is configured such that its 
opening inside the liquid consuming section is always in contact with a liquid present in 
said liquid consuming section. 

1 1 (Original) A fluid communication structure as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein inner walls of said plural communication channels have different contact angles 
with the liquid. 

12. (Original) A fluid communication structure as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein said plural communication channels have different inside diameters. 

13. (Original) An ink supply system, comprising: 
a recording head for ejecting an ink; 

a liquid chamber communicating with said recording head; 
an ink tank for containing the ink; and 
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plural communication channels for providing communication between said 
liquid chamber and said ink tank, wherein 

said liquid chamber forms a substantial closed space except said plural 
communication channels and said recording head, and 

said ink tank has means for adjusting a pressure inside the system. 

14. (Original) An ink supply system as claimed in claim 13, wherein said 
pressure adjusting means performs the pressure adjustment so that a pressure that prevents 
leakage of the ink from said recording head and that permits an ink ejecting state of said 
recording head section acts inside the system. 

15. (Original) An ink supply system as claimed in claim 14, wherein said 
pressure adjusting means has means for placing said recording head into a negative 
pressure state relative to an atmosphere pressure and means for introducing atmosphere 
directly into said ink tank without via said liquid chamber in order to adjust the negative 
pressure state. 

16. to 22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Original) An inkjet recording head for ejecting an ink to thereby 
perform recording, the inkjet recording head having the fluid communication structure as 
claimed in claim 4 integral therewith. 
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24. (Original) An inkjet recording apparatus, wherein an ink supply system 
as claimed in claim 1 3 is used to perform recording as holding said ink supply system such 
that said liquid chamber is positioned substantially above said recording head and said ink 
tank is positioned substantially above said liquid chamber, in terms of their positions in 
use, with reference to a vertical direction. 

25. and 26. (Cancelled) 



-6- 



PAGE 9(11 * RCVD AT 4/1012007 5:48:58 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/22 < DNISOTOO* CSID:714 540 9823* DURATION (mm-ss):0146 



